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1. Slide Descriptions 

PRESENTATION OVERVIEW





● Public Engagement Video (Facebook advertising)

● Website Portal
● Online Survey for ALL Citizens

Tools of engagement



Focus Groups & Interviews
1. McDowell County Reps
2. Marion Reps
3. Downtown Marion Walking Tour
4. G5 Trail Collective/ USFS
5. Old Fort Business Community
6. Community Forum/ People on the 

Move
7. Little Switzerland Business 

Community
8. Orchard at Altapass
9. NC Division of Parks & 

Recreation
10. Friends of Fonta Flora State Trail

GAPS UNITY
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RESIDENT SURVEY 
RESULTS
● Assets residents feel are 

important

● Distributed by MCTDA, 
Town, City, and County 
officials and stakeholder 
groups via web, email, 
and social media.

● 210 respondents 
between April 20 and 
June 3, 2021.
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SURVEY 
RESULTS



Emerging Themes



1. Marion
a. Streetscape Master Plan (W. Henderson + Logan)
b. Peavine Trail
c. McDowell House (in progress)

2. Old Fort
a. Curtis Creek Trailhead
b. Fonta Flora Trailhead
c. Streetscape Master Plan

3. Little Switzerland
a. Streetscape Plan & Signage
b. Altapass Orchard

4. County-wide Connections
a. Upper Catawba River Paddle Trail
b. State-designated Trails and Connectors

5. Total Matrix Review

Recommendation Highlights



MARION
Recommendation Highlights



MARION STUDY AREA



<< DANGEROUS 
INTERSECTION >><<LACK OF STREET TREES 

<<LACK OF GATEWAY 

HENDERSON ST. - GATEWAY TO DOWNTOWN



<< WIDE LANES >>

LACK OF STREET TREES >>

<<  NARROW SIDEWALK

<<POWERLINE CLUTTER >>
HENDERSON ST. - GATEWAY TO DOWNTOWN

<<  LARGE PARKING LOT



<< SIGNAGE 
DIFFICULT TO READ 

LACK OF STREET TREES/
LANDSCAPE BUFFER >>

LACK OF PEDESTRIAN 
CONNECTIVITY TO ENTRANCE

<<

HENDERSON & LOGAN 



Updated 
Wayfinding

CrosswalksLandscape Beautification Street Trees 

Lighting

Seasonal 
Banners

Bike ParkingBike Parking

Bumpouts + Crossings

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

Bumpouts 



STREETSCAPE PLAN

W COURT ST.

HENDERSON ST.

LOGAN ST.

M
AIN ST.



STREETSCAPE PLAN
HENDERSON AND LOGAN 

HENDERSON GATEWAY

W COURT ST.

HENDERSON ST.

LOGAN ST.

M
AIN ST.



STREETSCAPE PLAN
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HENDERSON ST.

1. Pedestrian Bridge

2. Traffic Calming Median

3. Left-Turn Restriction and Safe Crossing

4. Downtown Gateway 

5. Tree Planting

6. Streetscape Enhancement 

7. Pedestrian Access at the Depot
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Precedent ImagesPARK PLANMedian/Boulevard 



Precedent ImagesPARK PLANPedestrian Bridge



Precedent ImagesPARK PLANGATEWAY



STREETSCAPE PLAN

W COURT ST.

HENDERSON ST.

LOGAN ST.

M
AIN ST.

1. Henderson and Logan 
Intersection Improvement 

2. Entrance Plaza/Gateway

3. Improved Parking Lot 
Circulation and Connectivity

4. Logan St. Streetscape  - 
Some Reduced On-Street 
Parking

5. Court and Logan Intersection 
Improvement 

6. Streetscape Enhancement
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HENDERSON ST.  NORTH- 
EXISTING



HENDERSON ST. NORTH - 
PROPOSED



LOGAN ST. - EXISTING



LOGAN ST. - PROPOSED



HENDERSON ST.  SOUTH- 
EXISTING



HENDERSON ST. SOUTH - 
PROPOSED



Precedent ImagesPARK PLANPaver Type



Precedent Images

Corner Plaza: 
Logan/Henderson Intersection



Peavine
Recommendation Highlights

























McDowell House 











Old Fort
Recommendation Highlights



FFST TRAILHEAD



FRAMEWORK PLAN



FRAMEWORK PLAN



FRAMEWORK PLAN



Updated 
Wayfinding

CrosswalksLandscape Beautification Street Trees 

Lighting

Seasonal 
Banners

Bike ParkingBike Parking

Bumpouts + Crossings

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

Bumpouts 



STREETSCAPE PLAN



STREETSCAPE PLAN

MAIN STREET

NORTH CATAWBA 

SOUTH CATAWBA 



<< WIDE LANES >>

LACK OF STREET TREES >>

<<  NARROW SIDEWALK

Existing Conditions: 
South Catawba



Existing Conditions: 
South Catawba



Proposed Conditions: 
South Catawba



SOUTH CATAWBA



SOUTH CATAWBA



<< WIDE LANES >>

<< LACK OF STREET TREES

Existing 
Conditions: 

North Catawba







NORTH CATAWBA



Existing Conditions: 
North Catawba



NORTH CATAWBA Proposed Conditions: 
North Catawba



OPEN FRONTAGE >>

COMMERCE STREET

LACK OF CONTINUOUS CURB, 
GUTTER, AND SIDEWALKS >>

<< EXPOSED LOADING DOCKS, NO 
FORMAL DELINEATION 



NORTH CATAWBA - COMMERCE STREET





NORTH CATAWBA - COMMERCE STREET



PARK PLAN118 CATAWBA: Future Mill Creek Park



Mill Creek Park



MAIN STREET

POWER LINE/POLE CLUTTER >>

LACK OF PEDESTRIAN CROSSING >>

<< OPEN FRONTAGE TO TOWN HALL



Railroad Crossing Thermoplastic 
Paint Precedents

MAIN STREET



MAIN STREET

OVERHEAD UTILITIES >>

<< OPEN FRONTAGE/ LACK OF 
SIDEWALK

OPEN FRONTAGE >>

<< LACK OF ON STREET PARALLEL 
PARKING

NARROW SIDEWALK FOR MAIN ST.>>



MAIN STREET

OPEN FRONTAGE >>

<< WIDE SPRING ST >>
<<OPPORTUNITY FOR A 
THRESHOLD MOMENT>>



MAIN STREET

OPEN FRONTAGE >>

OPPORTUNITY FOR STRONGER 
CONNECTION TO PARKING LOT

<<OPPORTUNITY FOR A 
THRESHOLD MOMENT

PUBLIC PLAZA ENHANCEMENT 
OPPORTUNITY



MAIN STREET



CURTIS CREEK TRAILHEAD



Little Switzerland
Recommendation Highlights



STREETSCAPE PLAN 



THE ORCHARD AT ALTAPASS



THE ORCHARD AT ALTAPASS



COUNTY-WIDE 
CONNECTIONS



Upper Catawba River 
Paddle Trail

Proposed New Paddle 
Accesses at Yancey Road 
and North Fork Catawba 
River



State Trails
a. State Trails (x 4)

i. Fonta Flora
ii. Wilderness Gateway
iii. Overmountain Victory
iv. Mountains to Sea



Gateway
Signage



Emerging Themes



Government/ Quasi-Government
1. McDowell County
2. City of Marion
3. Town of Old Fort
4. McDowell Chamber of Commerce
5. Marion Economic Development Office/ Marion Business Association

Non-Profit
1. G5 Trail Collective/ USFS
2. Friends of Fonta Flora State Trail
3. McDowell Trails Association/ Friends of Mountains to Sea Trail
4. Overmountain Victory Trail Association/ Parkway 
5. Community Forum/ People on the Move
6. Foothills Conservancy
7. Little Switzerland Business Association/ Artisans League of Little Switzerland
8. Orchard at Altapass/ Parkway
9. McDowell Arts Council/ Arrowhead Artisans League

10. Historic Carson House (interpretive trails)
11. Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation

PARTNERS

93



Year 
1-3

Focus?

Marion
- Peavine
- Drexel Master Plan
- Logan or W. Henderson St.

Old Fort
- Phase 1 Streetscape
- FFST Trailhead and Park
- Mill Creek Park
- G5 Trail Implementation
- Curtis Creek Trailhead

Little Switzerland
- Gateway Signage
- Uptown/ Downtown Connector
- Altapass Orchard Improvements

County-wide Connections
- County-wide Wayfinding
- Catawba River Paddle Trail (Duke Agreement for new access and improvements throughout)
- State Trail Implementation (Multi-trail impacts and co-alignment)
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